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the name of the Republic from the legacy of suspicion
which it had inherited from the past, they were anxious
not to be drawn into the madcap raid upon the
principles of property. Lamartine rejected the red flag
of Socialism as the emblem of the new Republic.
" The tricolour/' he said finely, " has made the round
of the world, the red flag has only made the round of
the Champ de Mars ! " At the same time concessions
were made under pressure to Louis Blanc and his
following. The State guaranteed work to all citizens,
and proceeded to establish national workshops to carry
out this tremendous undertaking.7

A people which, ever since the sixteenth century, has
possessed State workhouses, cannot complain of the
French for accepting the principle of the droit au
travail. It is, however, a principle which, unless it be
accompanied by a number of most essential safeguards,
is liable to obvious abuse. The experiment of the
ateliers nationaux, as it was tried in Paris, could not
but lead to disaster. The work provided was easy,
unproductive, and overpaid, accompanied by no re-
strictions on liberty, and presenting every form of
seduction most calculated to destroy the industry and
independence of the working classes. In a few weeks
more than a hundred thousand artisans were engaged
in doing work which nobody wanted for salaries which
the State could ill afford to pay, and to the serious dis-
location of private industrial enterprise. To secure
discipline the men were organized on a military plan in
battalions and companies, and the Provisional Govern-
ment seems to have cherished the idea that if it came
to a conflict with the Red Socialists, the national work-
shops would be on the side of property. How great
was this delusion was soon made apparent.